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Why is this topic  
important for 
the church?
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The press has 
been called the 
Fourth Estate
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Summary
• The relationship
• The Press Release
• The Press 

Conference
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Media Relations
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What relationship 
does your church 

have with the 
media?
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Experiences
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Why establish a 
relationship 

with the  media?
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• To introduce the church
• Dispel prejudices
• Clarify misunderstansings
• To serve the community
• Improve the image
• Witnessing
• Spread beliefs
• To not be confusing 
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Establishing a 
relationship with the 

media is an 
important part of PR
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How to have 
good 

relationship 
with media
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• Identify the media
• Know the media
• Make a directory
• Visit the media sites
• Share information
• Keep the relationship
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Develop a Media 
Directory
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Directory
• Name of the media company
• Responsible for news
• Address
• Website
• Phone/Fax
• eMail
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Exercise
 Simulate an interview to 

establish a relationship 
with the news/media 

company
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Press Release
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Exposure
• Definition
• Diference between Press Bulletin
• Types of press releases
• Structure
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Definition
Is a written or recorded communication 
directed at members of the news media 
for the purpose of announcing 
something ostensibly newsworthy. 
(Wikipedia)
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Structure
• Official Logo
• Quote: For Immediate Release
• Label: PRESS RELEASE
• Title: news, objective
• Subtitle(s): add interest
• Headline: summarizes the body of the text
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Structure
• Introduction: First paragraph that generally 

gives basic answers to the questions of who, 
what, when, where and why.

• Body: Inverted pyramid, accurate information.
• Institutional Information: Dates, stats, 

website, address, etc.
• Contact information: responsible, emai, cell 

phone, etc.
• Anexxes: Photos, documents, etc.
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Examples
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Flooding in South 
Mexico

2007

Examples Press Release
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Flooding in South 
Mexico

2007

Examples Press Release
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Evangelistic 
Campaign

2008

Examples Press Release
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Evangelistic 
Campaign

2008

Examples Press Release
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Help to Haiti
2010

Examples Press Release
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Death
of a student

2011

Examples Press Release
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Examples Press Release
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IAD Pathfinder 
Camporee

2012

Examples Press Release



Benjamín García
Montemorelos University

IAD Pathfinder 
Camporee

2012

Examples Press Release
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Let's practice
 Make a list of 

possible news stories of 
interest for the local press
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Assignment
 Write a Press Release 
using one of the topics 
previously mentioned
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The Press 
Conference
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Exposure
• Implications
• When
• Dossier Material – Press Kit
• Attentions
• Protocol: how to proceed
• Designate a physical space
• Use an institutional banner as 

background
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• Provide the kit with accurate 
information

• Ambience (PA system, work tables, 
lighting, internet, etc).

• Appoint a moderator
• Establish guidelines from the beginning
• Present the speaker and introduce the 

news topic
• Keep the conference focused on the 

topic



Benjamín García
Montemorelos University

Materials 
• Dossier
• Press Kit
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Dossier
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DOSSIER
Document 
containing 
reinforcing 
information that 
completes the 
press release.
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Has more of a documentary 
content than a news content
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Press Kit
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• Press Release
• Historical Background
• Datasheet, Statistics, 

Benefits, Features
• Previous media coverage
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• Photografs or images of key 
persons, logos, products.
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• Contact information for future 
communication

• CD, DVD, Software programs, 
videos, etc.

• Additional advertising 
material (postcards, 
brochures, Newspaper ads/
inserts)
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“Suggestions
for preparing a meeting 

with the media”

rrppnet.com.ar/agentedeprensa.htm
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Exercise
 Simulate a press 

conference
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Thank You!
 bgarcia@um.edu.mx
Twitter: @bnjmngrc

sac.interamerica.org


